CRITICAL DIGEST 


dene 22, 1955 Vol V Wo 41 505-5th Ave,NYC_ $10 year. TM.Kraus LY MU 2.0526 
The Weekly Newsletter Digest of the Current New York Theatre Scene 


New York Theatre Diary 


School for Scandal-Theatre De Lys- 6/23/53. Third in @ series of 4 plays pre- 
sented for 1 week each by Terese Hayden, Sheridan cla ssic was last revived on Broad- 
way in Nov 1931 by Ethel Barrymore, Cast of revival includes Patrixia Deal, David 
Stewart,Orson Bean and Leon Janney...A night in Venice-Jones Beach Marine Theatre 
6/25/53. Second season of monster outdoor production of operatta by Johann Strauss 
with book and lyrics adapted by Thomas and Ruth Martin. Presented by Michael Todd. 
Cast includes Thomas Hayward, Nola Fairbanks ,Jack Russell and Guem Omeron, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Me and Juliet- Majestic 6/28/53. Rodgers and Hammerstein new musical was okayed 
by Brown, Saturday Review,and WCBS Bill Leonard,and pmned by George Jean Nathane 
Judges in ancient Athens could not be graver than some NY critics in their appraisals 
of musical comedy books which are meant only to pass the time and give pleasure,points 
out BrowneHe personally found Rodgers music lively,fresh and charming, Hammerstein's 
lyrics wamhearted,witty and skillful, George Abbott's direction adroit in its mix- 


ture ef comedy and suspense, Robert Alton’s dances spirited and original. Cast head- - 


ed by Joan McCracken, Ray Walston, Bill Hayes, Isabel Bigley,he felt,were all gifted 
and attractive. There is no justifioation, Brown concludes,for our spoiling enjoy- 
ment of a musical because as a work of literature it doesn't compare with Macbeth, 
WCBS Bill Leonard believes the playgoer will get a lot of pleasure fran show, though 
it represents Rodgers and Hammerstein at a level sonewhere below their best form. 

A show-without~a-show is how Nathan billed musipal, All the necessary externals for 
a good show are there, but sadly missing are the internals,he condemned, Besides the 
fact that the authors were not as original as they thenselves thought,Nathan noted 
that their use of materials is negligible. The result,he believes,is a a poor straight 
play within a pley of ancient vintage, while many of the dances augnent the over all 
air of monotony end tediun. 


The Scarecrow-Theatre De Lys- 6/16/63-6/21/53. Mixed reviews accorded Percy Mac- 
Kaye's 1900 play revived as the second production in Terese Hayden downtom play 
series. Douglas Watson, Eli Wallach, Patricia Neal were praised by all, but critics 
differed on value of script. Rave review filed by ‘‘kinson,Times, who conceded that 
play's age hung over its head but it still is .c onvcrtaining play with a sweeping 
style and a provocative theme which is given a bouyant and gay performance. Coleman, 
Mirror,advised younger dramatists to see it to get ideas from this play of vision and 
heart. Though overlong, Hawkins, World Telegram & Sum, feels the New England tale of 
a scarecrow turned into a hunen contais seme of the best acting of the season, 
Dissenters Kerr,Herald Tribune, Watts,Post, O'Connor, Journal American, and Sheaffer, 
Bagle, thought script badly dated and actors and director Frank Corsaro unable to 
really believe in witchcraft, 


Hits Revisited 


Cast changes in The Crucible have not lessened the play's drematic impect, re- 
ports Jess, Variety, Arthur Willer's drama remains a poigent account of the disastrous 
effect of mass hysteria on innocent people. Phillip Coolidge, replacing Walter Hem- 
pden,is impressive, while Maureen Stapleton, subbing for Beatrice Straight, gives 
warmth and understanding to her portrayal. E.G. Marshall is sleted to take over Art- 
hur Kennedy's rolée 


* off Broadway 


One Foot to the Sea, a new play by 
Rerold Levitt, opens July 1 at Originals 
Only..eHarry Bartron is presenting Sat, 
midnight perfermnees at Originals Only 
Werid of Sholam Aleichan returns to the 

zon Plaza Cpteseday Barney re- 
places Fred Downs as Judge Cool in Grass 
Harp at Circle in Square,..A season of 

ish plays will be presented in the 
fail at the President , 


American Lyric Theatre's start of 
second season opening program drew mixed 
notices on each of its 4 segnents, High- 
light of evening to most was Jimi Beni's 
singing in Brandy Is My True Love's Name, 
one act opera by Atra Baer and Martin 
Kalmenoff, Atkinson,Times,noted that the 
work is by people who can write,and who 
will probably keep right on scribbling 
sonething, Though first part of program ~ 
was not found worthwhile by Times critic, 
‘the fine voices of the cast and the stin- 
ulating music made thé final work worth- 
while. Coleman,Mirror,advised talent 
scouts to’ keep eye on entire cast. Sheaf- 
fer,Eagle, enjoyed Lexford Richards one 
act »vlay Where There's A Will, in which 
all roles are entertainingly performed, 
Rice,Post,admitted his disappointed that 
group,which he had highly praised last 
summer at Provincetown Playhouse,had a 
nightmare of an opening with lights and 
curtains going haywire, 


Plough and Stars, produccd at Cherry 
Lene by Trio Productions, isn't acted as 
well as it should be, conmmente Watts,Post, 
but under the sympathetic direction of 
Patrick Clancey enough of O'Casey's values 
do emerge to permit one to see and apprec- 
jiate its greatness, 


“Vaudeville 


Gus’ Van heads Palace show,with Jay 
Marshall,Helen Vernon Trio,Herman Hyde, 
Margee McGlory, Chet Clark and Atanics 
eceeRadio City Music Hall new show feat- 
ures "Sumer Medley" with an operetta 
with Mildred cllor, Ronald Korers.Also 
Jay Lawrence and electronic fireworks, 
eeeFrank Fontaine,Don Cornell ,and the 
De Marcos head the new Paramount show, 


* Theatre Book Cament * 


"Collected Plays of Wf B Yeats"-Mac- 
Hill-h recommended by Walter Prichard 
Eaton,Herald Tribune, and Frank 0' Con 
nor, Tinea, Femer points cut that beak 
includes all the plays Yeats cared te 
perserve for qa new generation to read, 
O'Connor looks upon the volume not only 
as the complete theatrical work of our 
greatest theatrical poet, but the story 
of tie Poet Who Made Good, 


"ith a Quiet Heart" by Eva Le Gall- 
ienne( Viking) and “Just the Other Day“ 
by Ward Morehouse (McGraw Hill) both are 
books by stage struck people in their 50's 
who care for the theatre with all the 
intensity with vhich they surrended‘ to 
it in their teens, recommends Brown, Sat~- 
urday Review, Both autobiographies state 
this passion,he praised, in terms as re- 
freshing as they are winning. 


* Theatre Record Comment * 


Noel Coward song album recorded by 
M@ is “Everyman's Noel Coward" comments 
Bagar, \Iorld Telegram & Sun, 8 of Coward's 
favvrite show tunes, each with its own 
flaver, though all betraying that very 
special tang that canes fron Cowardiam, 


Gift Coupon 


Buy Theatre Wisely. Weekly newsletter 
digests NYC theatre reviews, comments news. 
Sth year, Ratings NYC oritics-On-Off Broad- 
waye Drama books & Drana Records, Ticket 
reports- current & advarco mail order,box 
office,agency data. Summer features,$10 


“se ee 


City 


Subscriber's 


year. v25-5 one year gift subscriptions, 


Green Roan Departmext 


LEGIT LIQUOReeeTheatre omers are warned not to let liquor bars became the poycorn 
of legit by Chapmen,News, and Abel, Variety, News critic cannot see that liquor 
will insure either the financial or artistic propserity of the drama. But he 
is open to argument,and seeks readers letters on the subject. Preliminary inter~ 
views with theatre omers show none ready or able to install bars in their 
houses, Costs must cone down at the base, points out the Variety editor,in his 
warning that legit should not get into the popcorn stage that the film indus- 
try was forced into. If the base cost is reduced down the line, Broadway may 
then approximate the prosperity of London theatre, editor concluces, 


CRITICAL THOUGHS..eSerious shortage of theatres for musicals loans on Broadway this 
fall, predicts Varietyee Ford TV show starring Mary Martin ana Ethe] Leman 
would have run for years and years on Broadway, comments Gould, Times.e,Sole 
reported dissenter on Wonderful Town is Sylvester,News, who still insists the 
entire show is cold and mechanical. 


CENSORED "MOON", o¢Drema critics are hard put to find out why the Motion Picture Prod- 
uction Code has censored “The Moon Is Blue" film made by Broadway producerdir- 
ector Otto Preninger, Play actually defends the morality of young American wi- 
manhood, reminds Watts,Post. While Sheaffer,Eagle, believes play had a sunny, 
open quality that was far more wholesome than the indirect,sidling approach 
taken in so many stories that involve sex. It's about time the movies, like the 
stage,grew up, lectures Sobol,Journal American. 


COLINN TIPeeeItalian movie star Sylvano Magnano will star in a Broadway musical prow 
dused by Roy Stecklersraports Kilgallen..,.Backstage bangups at The Sth Season 
are Broadway's liveliest,hears FarrellgesHovard Lindsay and Russell Crouse are 
being tempted by a fat NBC-TV contract,whispers Wilson. 


TEN PLAYS OR LESSeeeList of shows which stand out most clearly to Bentley,New Rep= 
ublio, include: Camino Real, The Crucible, Picnic, The Emperor's Clothes, The 
Gembler, My 3 Angels, Can Can, Me and Juliet, Wonderful Time, Misalliance,Por~ 
gy & Bess...Watts,Post, admitted that he simply couldn’t find 10 plays fran 
this season to go into his unofficial ten best list, He did name Picnic,Clim- 
ate of Eden,fhe Emperor's Clothes,The Crucible, Love of 4 Colonels and Dial 
M For Murders 


PUBLIC DECISIONS.eeNewspaper criticism of theatre is not a decision handed down by 
some wilful jurists, points out Atkinson,Times. It is more like a public op- 
inion poll, and not especially réliable. The theatregoers make the final dec- 
isions that make or break a play,critic explained, But the facts will not 
destroy the ancient legend that critics are dictators who arbitrarily pemit 
sane plays to succeed and hauzhtily consign most of then to the ash can, the 
Times aisle-sitter sighs, , 


Pros & Cons by MK 


No business could’ survive if it was want liquor bars in the HY theatres,An- 
yun like show business,to twist the famed other kind gf business would have first 


cliche, After 2 years of effort on the Spent time and money on a research and 

part of NY Councilman Hugh Quinn to pass market surveys.Time and money would have 
22 building code smendments, it is now also been spent on interesting contract- 
discovered that no one is in a rush to ers in these new type buildings, Instoad 


duild conbination theatres and apartment- tho ghage gainod 2” vhoatréa,thanks to a 
~ “et office tmildings, and no one seems to lack of TV activity in N¥» . 


“see ee ee 


Though no one has rushed forward to build cambination theatre ang effice build= 
ings under the newly passed NYC building code, thero are two more legitimate theat- 
res available for fall productions this week thar there was last week, The Avon 
Theatre on West 45th St, seating 740, has beez snid by the Columbia Broadcasting 
System to hotel chain owners Abraham and Frede~:x Dreier. The house, which is avail» 
able for fall bookings, will eventually have an office building above it. The Nat~ 
jonal Broadcasting Company, which has been renting the Belasco Theatre on West 44th 
St fram the Shuberts, h,s decided it only needs the house on Mondays, Thus the thea~ 
tre can be useé by theatre productions for the renainder of the weeke 


New York theatre owmers are not very excited over the passage by the RY City 
Council and Board of Estimate of the building code amendment allowing the sale of 


liquor in their theatres, Lack of roan for a bar and hinderance to perfomers and 
audience were the main reasons given. 


Plays 


Two plays slated to close June 27, both with fall tour plans listed: Misalliance 


and Time Out for spnasr.« - Janet Green's mystery thriller, a current London hit,Mur- 
staxen 


der 8 changed its name to Gentley Does It , due to open at Playhouse Oct 
26.+eGeorge Oppenheimer has stepped out as co-author of Carnival in Flanders book, 


and other changes are expected in musical now playing in Philadelphia...46th St 
Theatre air conditioning systen and back stage structure will be removated during 

s and Dolls 6 week Washington, D.C. engagement.e.Can-Can using the marquees of 
Peet and Golden Theatres to advertise its wares...super salesman Mike Todd 
has invited 1000 BY taxi drivers to his Jones Beach outdoor musical A roe In Ven- 
ice, with the hope that they will sell their fares on seeing samessed0 r 
‘and P G Wodehouse are collaborating on a musical comedy book dealing with Lardner's 
account of the Denpsey-Gibbs fight in Shelby,Mont in 1923, “Pogo” cartoonist Walt 
Kelly is working on ideas for sets...Wish You Were Here, which defied the con notices 


of all the HY critics except Chapman,News, celebrates its Ist birthday, New Heven 
RR Showtrain on June 26 will feature cast manbers on the tripe.. 


People 


HY theatre workers have voted Arthur Miller's The Crucible and Williem Inge's 
Picnic the best plays of the season in the 10th annual Donaldson Award eleetions ~ 
Sponsored by "Billboard", Shirley Booth and Tan Ewell won in the acting @ivisions. 
eeNancy Andrews has replaced Benay Venuta in Hazel Flagg...Marlon Brando has chosen 
Ams and the Man for his sumer circuit tour opening July 6 in Rhode Island,,» Music 
Circus originator St.John Terrell has brought suit for $150,000 against Richard Al- 
drich claiming breach of contract...Doretta Morrow and Henry Calvin have been signed 
for Kismit, which opens pre Broadway tour in Los Angeles in August, 


Theatre Book & Record Hotes 


George Jean Nathem will write "Theatre in the 1950s" for Knopfsye, "Direoting the 

Play" by Toby Cole and Helen Chinoy(Bobbs Merrill) is selection of pieces by fenous 
directors on their craftesesPhilosophical Library has published Peter Goffin's "The 
Art and Sciences of Stage Management"...Randan House has published Willian Inge's 

' “Picnic"...Yale University Press-Columbia Records have issued readings of Shakespeare 

in Elizabethian English by Prof. Helge Kekeritz..,6 rhapsodies fashioned fran popular 

show tunes recorded by Morton @ould for Columbia Records, 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


“ANTA TV Playhouse" will present half hour one act plays o,eUS Stee) will pre- 
sent hour TV dremas produced by Theatre Guild, 
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